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ID First 
Name and 
Last Name 

Representing Public Comment 

1 Parent  Due to technical issues with Microsoft Forms yesterday, a public 
comment was deleted after the program was restored.  The 
parent shared her support for students to return “full-time” if 
they were allowed more time outside. 

2 Dennae 
Lovell 

Teachers When thinking about retuning full time, a few things concern 
me: 
• Recess : If the students still can’t play on the playground and 
only have fresh air breaks, in addition to an extended school 
day, it will be very challenging for younger children to maintain 
the focus and rigorous concentration we are asking of them in 
the classroom. 
• Plexiglass : While necessary to increase the safety within the 
classroom,  it is hard for the students to see through without 
adjusting their view. We can accomplish this now because there 
are not other students directly in front of each other. With a full 
return, students will have to try to see over other students’ 
heads and won’t have the flexibility to adjust their viewing while 
maintaining safe distances.   
• One on one attention : Being able to work with students at 
their level in a one on one setting is being accomplished in a 
hybrid setting.  This targeted instruction will not happen to the 
extent that it is currently if there is a full class return.  Our 
instruction time is effective, efficient, and the students are 
showing growth. With a full return, my individualized attention 
to students will be decreased as I try to meet the needs of 
additional students within the same time frame. This will have a 
significant impact on our students learning.  I love being able to 
meet with my students one on one each day. 
 
The hybrid schedule is effective. A full return as we are 
approaching state testing places additional restrictions on 
campus. Keeping the hybrid schedule allows teachers to safely 
continue to efficiently support student learning.  
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One idea if you do decide for us to return full day is to take the 
time that we have lunch and recess and deduct that from the 
day and get out earlier.  This way the students can grab a lunch 
as they leave.  They will not be losing any instructional minutes 
with this schedule.   

3 Elizabeth 
Tosspon 

Santee 
Parents 

Now that vaccines are available to school faculty and staff, and 
case numbers have dropped significantly in the San Diego area, I 
am in favor of a safe return to full-day classes in the district 
within the next few weeks. Thank you to the Board for keeping 
our community and students safe during the winter surge.  

4 Michelle 
Johansen 

Teachers I understand the need and want for all students to return to full 
time, however, because of how we did hybrid all of our students 
are being seen and I feel doing well. My students have made 
growth and are doing well the way that we are teaching now. If 
we come back to full time I feel that it will disrupt the work and 
progress that we have already made. As of today there are only 
50 days left of school. We are in a good, working pattern and 
growth is being made. Our students will not have the stamina to 
wear a mask all day, not be able to get out of their seats, not 
have recess, and be forced to sit the entire lunch time. Unless 
there is more normalcy in their day we should stay the course 
for the remainder of the year. Thank you. 

5 Sophia 
Pineiro 

One 
student's 
opinion 

I understand that this meeting will be discussing the decision if 
our schools in Santee School District are going to go back full-
time after our spring break. Now, although there are many 
reasons why not to go back to school full-time and many people 
believe that it would not be a good idea, I think that it would be 
nice to have some small bit of normality in our daily school lives. 
There are many people who would disagree with me, however I 
think that it would be nice to have a bit more socialization 
between students at school (while being socially distanced, 
wearing masks, etc.).  This pandemic has strained a lot out of 
students, mentally, and the possibility of going back to our 
normal schedule, even a little bit, may help. Not to mention that 
high school is slowly beginning to grow the amount of school 
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that people are actually going to, so starting to slowly add onto 
more school would help prepare eighth graders for high school. 
Many of us have had hope before that school will be full-time on 
days like November 30. It's already been a little over a year since 
we have had a normal day at school, so why not help us out a 
little bit? I hope that you consider my comment in tomorrow's 
board meeting. Thank you! 

6 Tessa 
Borgerding 

Myself and 
my family 

I have two 5th graders at Cajon Park School. 
I want to start by saying that what our district has accomplished 
is extraordinary with having in-person learning since September. 
What a great decision it was to take that step when cases were 
low so our kids could be back. We are very grateful! 
With everything children have been through this past year, the 
hybrid model has worked very well for my children. They have 
adjusted to it and are thriving. The loss of learning from last 
spring as well as the challenges of distance learning have been 
mitigated considerably with the teacher to student ratio being 
so low in the cohorts. Something that took considerable logistics 
to accomplish turned out to be such a gift for my children.  
I have some concerns with combining cohorts and extending the 
school day: 
Our family’s schedule is set for child-care with the current hybrid 
model. Changing that now would cause us to come up with a 
new plan in that area which would be difficult and stressful. I 
know I’m not alone as other parents have mentioned the same. 
With the current guidelines, going to full days would mean my 
children would be wearing a mask for approximately 2 additional 
hours.  
The plexiglass is so challenging for my children. I recently saw 
some photos on their iPads where the teacher had them take 
photos of the projector screen. It was challenging to see the 
content and my children have expressed how difficult it is to see 
the screen.  I read in the CDPH Guide to Reopening that 
plexiglass is recommended when at least 6 feet of space is not 
possible so I can see why it was installed with the goal being to 
combine cohorts.  But having to try to learn by seeing through 
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the plexiglass for additional hours in the day is not ideal. 
When my children come back to school from summer during a 
normal school year, it typically takes them a couple weeks to 
adjust to a full school day. So, they would be experiencing this 
but with only a month and a half of the school year remaining. 
New schedule, new expectations, wearing a mask more hours in 
the day, plexiglass more hours in the day, adjusting child-care.  
So many articles and studies have been done on the mental toll 
this pandemic has taken on children. We are successful in our 
hybrid model. My children have started to feel like themselves 
again. Please just let us stay in the hybrid and finish out the 
school year.  
I appreciate you taking the time to read this. 

7 Laurie 
Rush 

Teachers I am very proud of the hard work the teachers in Santee school 
district are doing on a daily basis. We see kids everyday in 
person. Our hybrid program is working well. With the number of 
covid cases dropping I would urge us to be cautious as we think 
about any changes we make. The two weeks after spring break 
could see our numbers rapidly increase again.  I urge you to be 
cautious when making any changes. Our health and well-being 
are at risk. Vaccination sites are having issues giving shots many 
appointments have been canceled and postpone time is needed 
to ensure a safer return. Thank you. 

8 Heather 
Glanz 

Santee 
School 
District and 
Rio Seco 

I understand there is talk of bringing back all students sometime 
in April. According to the Health Guidelines/ Criteria, there is to 
be 4 feet from the middle of a chair to the next one. In my 
classroom, along with others, there is not even 3 feet. I would 
like the Board to take this into consideration. You say you have 
our best interests and safety in mind, but it would not appear so 
if you go forward allowing all students to return when the 
Guidelines/Criteria are not being met. Please reconsider. Do not 
rush this. Things are going very well the way they are. Let's finish 
off the year as we are now, and think about beginning next 
school year with all kids. Please. 
Thank you. 
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9 Lori Harris Teachers I have been a teacher in the Santee School District for 29 years. I 
appreciate that the board took into account the teacher's 
opinions as well as the student's needs in making the decision to 
wait on their full return. If a vote is to take place tonight on the 
date of the student's full return, I would like you to consider 
these concerns. Please give teachers and admin a chance to plan 
and prepare for the full return, which will be quite an 
undertaking, if it is hastily decided to be the day after we return 
from Spring Break. This would mean both teachers and admin 
would have to work over their Spring Break to put the enormous 
amount of pieces in place. Please also consider that over Spring 
Break, students will be gathering with family groups and possible 
friend groups which could increase the likelihood of more 
positive Covid cases. It's critical that you take these concerns 
into consideration and at least give teachers, admin and 
students the time ( 2 weeks after Spring Break ideally) to 
prepare for the full return. 

10 Nicole 
Torres 

Students and 
Teachers 

Thank you for taking the time to read public comments.  As I do 
believe and hope we are approaching the time to fully reinstate 
our school day, I do not think the best full return date is 
immediately after spring break. Spring Break will most likely 
result in a rise in cases and could temporally cause our 
communities to return to a more restrictive state. It would be 
frustrating for all involved to have to back-peddle on a reopen 
date if cases worsen.  I believe that giving a two week buffer 
after Spring Break to prepare for the logistics and the chance of 
covid spike is the best plan moving forward.  Please be cautious, 
our hybrid plan has worked wonders for our community, 
compared to other districts, we are doing amazing!  Most 
districts are just now starting their hybrid plan after Spring 
Break.  Let's make a plan, but make it with plenty of time to be 
prepared and provide for any issues that may arise. 

11 Andrea 
Gadd 

Staff and 
Students 

Thank you for taking the time to make a conscious decision on a 
full return for all students. While the case rate has significantly 
declined and vaccines are available for educators, the spacing 
needed to maintain a safe distance for all students continues to 



Santee School District 
Board of Education Meeting 

Public Comments – March 16, 2021 
 

be an issue. I understand that neighboring districts are moving 
forward with a return, some have not yet had students in class 
daily since March of 2020 however, we have. Those neighboring 
districts are also not sending their middle school students back 
for a full return, the reason being is that the number of students 
in a middle school classroom is more than a k-5 class. Moving 
forward with a full return means that my classroom will have 29 
students sitting in seats, 29 students who are now trying to see 
past 28 other students and the plexiglass that is already difficult 
to see around, 29 students who are now sitting in their seats for 
1.5 hours longer in their day without the flexibility to take a 
fresh air break as needed because keeping 29 Jr. High students 
distanced outside is going to be a huge challenge.  
 
Coming back full time would mean that we are coming back just 
in time for state testing. I think about my own 1st grader who 
now will be in her classroom longer without a break because, as 
we all know, a testing campus means a quiet campus with no 
outdoor activity. I think about the amount of individual attention 
she is receiving in her smaller cohort and how she is excelling 
because she knows that her short time in her classroom is a time 
for her to focus and learn as much as she can. While I think 
about my own child, I am also thinking about the 85 students 
that I see on a daily basis. Jr. High students are young adults, 
they understand the need to be safe in this environment that we 
are in and I can't even begin to tell you how many of my 
students are terrified and concerned to have a full return. They 
see the number of desks in our classroom and have had real 
conversations about all of those desk being filled with students 
and how uncomfortable it makes them feel. They have 
expressed their concerns for their parents not having to do drop 
offs or pick ups in the middle of the day but having to have 2 
different pick up times because they have younger siblings and 
they now won't be getting out at the same time. They have 
shared that they like having smaller class sizes because they are 
able to get the individual attention they need and for some who 
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find it difficult to ask for assistance in a regular classroom being 
in a smaller group gives them the platform needed to get help.  
 
At this point in the school year, we have built a routine that 
works and allows for students to feel successful and cared for. 
Changing their routine to allow for more students in a 
classroom, especially as we grow closer to testing, is not where 
our focus should be. We started the year in distance learning 
and changed our routine at the end of September. Students 
thrive in an environment that continues to have a consistent 
routine, why change things now? 

12 Wendy 
Dunnigan 

Representing 
Students and 
Teachers  

RECESS AND P.E. needs to be a part of the reopening plan.  
 
I am concerned about having 5 to 11-year-olds sit for a 6-hour 
day with a couple of stretch breaks. Children need to run and 
play.    
Children have only been in school for 2 ½ hours a day and before 
that, not at all.  They have no stamina to sit in a classroom for 6 
hours without running and playing.  
Middle School only attends school for 4 hours because they are 
not having PE and lunch.  
  Why are we asking younger students to be in a classroom 
longer than older students?    
 
Other districts and private schools have made P.E. and Recess 
part of their reopening plan so it can be done (Weekly 
rotations/stations that cohorts rotate through?) 

13 Ramona 
Lampe 

Teachers in 
the Santee 
School 
District 

 I hope that the district will consider waiting to open schools 
completely when all teachers that want to be vaccinated are, the 
county drops to the appropriate tier, and we are certain there is 
not another surge after spring break.  Having full classrooms 
without class size reductions may lead to increase cases just as 
numbers countywide are decreasing. 

14 Julie 
Boerman 

Teachers We should remain in our current hybrid model until the end of 
the school year. Our case rate numbers are trending in the right 
direction, however a full reopening with 29 students in a 
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classroom and minimal distancing is still not safe.  Please 
consider what the actual environment in classrooms will be. 
Currently, due to the plexiglass around the desks, some students 
in my classroom cannot see the board or the teacher during 
instruction. Students sitting in the back of the  classroom often 
have to stand in order to see visual supports for instruction that 
are on the board during  lessons. When I am teaching, I cannot 
see most of the students in my room due to the glare and mirror 
effect on the plexiglass surrounding them. If a student raises 
their hand for a question, I cannot see it.  Doubling the amount 
of students in the room will only increase these difficulties and  
make it more challenging for students to access their teachers 
and instruction. It is also important for everyone to remember 
that the “full “return for our jr. high students means they are  
spending an additional  hour and a half sitting in a small plastic 
cubicle, meanwhile they are not having recess, lunch at school, 
PE, and they are not increasing their socialization with other 
students. Besides health and safety concerns, it does not make 
sense to start over the last  to 8 weeks of the school year, and 
lose valuable instructional time teaching our classes new 
routines and procedures. Thank you for your consideration. 

 


